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played by Pilsudski's troops as they fought their way into and
through the city.
I next visited the American legation, and in the absence
from Warsaw of Minister John B. Stetson, Jr., I was per-
mitted to look over sections of a report being prepared at that
time for the State Department in Washington. This report
also was rich in detail, and threw a light on the situation in
both its military and its political aspects which was somewhat
alarming, but in my estimation was entirely justified. Amer-
ican nationals were being advised to get out of Warsaw and
Poland in view of more extended civil war.
I next visited a Polish general at a private house and learned
from him that he was a prisoner there because he had not
been identified with the revolt movement. When the fighting
had started, he had been en route to the War Office, and ar-
riving, he found it held by Pilsudski forces. He was arrested,
held twenty-four hours, and liberated upon promise to pro-
ceed to the home of a friend and stay there until further
orders.
"Monsieur," he said, speaking French, "it is worth my life
even to have known you. You have come to this building for
the purpose of talking to me. Naturally I cannot talk, because
even the walls have ears."
His terror was reminiscent of the old Russian days when
life in Poland was not worth much if influential persons de-
sired to take it. The distressed general's host had led me to
him. The host was violently anti-Pilsudski, and was ready to
take chances. The general, however, was obdurate* He would
not talk.
Warsaw was at this time calm except for a sort of sinister
atmosphere of expectancy. The people had come back to the
streets, through which numerous funerals were finding their